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| “<o URSELF IN COURT
A Cmizens GUIDE

_uwmumnm:_n, Your nm__m_m.._ .

if you do decide to represent uwocamn_m %o . :nnn_ o .
manage all aspects of your case:

[ Familiarize ua_-—.an:.. with ,n_un —bnm._,

Rules and procedures vary .mrmrmw from court to';
court, and you need to know the tules that u.v_u_%

in the court that will hear your case.’ OVE: a’
copy of the local rules mnonﬂ uEE. n:.-nn!

form to local stindards. Geneéric forms and -

sample filings are available in Too._nm nu& on nrn

internet. ,moiﬂﬁﬁ these mnbn_.
~not nonm.ozn to the_ #nb&n&m of 1

&on:_.ﬁnnmm ﬁE.@o,mnnnwnnA sk your noE.n m.on .

forms and nm_ﬁﬁ_n m__bmm‘

7| Wonwonm to all-i En—-—:._um ou QBB U:nnm n:m_

preparations, you may receive :5E=nm m.oB the.

you fail to Hnmwcbn_ to mcnr :..n_EEnm. you may

:.:m.oﬂw:a may not be p&:.:mm&_n
-questions about what mﬁn—nbon is: mnr.ﬁ
. rwﬁ_._ questions | nru.ﬂ are Omﬁnu no_.-ﬂnunn

estimates, receipts; Or. ovrn_. items—you must-

prepare it for .court use. In pard icular, you Qcmn

+ bring at _nmmn three no?nm of w: mn.nE.anmﬂm

(for the court, for the cwm_oﬂnm._umnnw mnn— mon

%o:?&@ wnn_

- legal questions as well as deadlines, n_onﬁﬂnﬂnu.. :
*evidence, witnesses, and any othér issues n_..pﬁ_gp%.‘ -
.. come-up. Evena mnnn.unm_w m:H—u_n case can m_nau:n_ .
,. ,m lot Om %OE. Eﬁn ub& attentio = :

opposing v»nQ Bmv. be nbﬂﬂ_nm 8 ..nrmnoSuJ\ —
to learn about evidence or testimony you Ewﬂ to
introduce (you may be entitled to the samé).. I

: R ‘Hnmvnnﬂg Hnﬂuu omu.mn_mnmm R
_N_ mwﬂ_n n—nun_% »Bn— unnﬂﬂn&%.....,.mn, _unnvﬁon_., ,no.....

will 5<o_<n ...Emn:nn|n_0n=hﬁ=nm ?nn:nnm. cost’ ”

”..”_” " the case will g g ‘

o _un able to 42._.@\ _..rmn n_on:n.nuﬂ are ciumn %o_._m .

with them. vn,_..oﬁm %oﬂ and they m@vﬁ:. in cou
Make sure your «Sn—.-nmmnm know.what you

dSﬁ: %o:.n_nn.&n no‘,..nﬁ_..ﬂnaﬂ : ,o._...:.mn_m %o. take on
Fall Hﬂnvobm__u_rq for u‘ocn.,gmo.. “You need: to handle

state your case in a few sentences. Listen
nm-.nm_._:% and' answer acnmm_oum_ nrnnn&w -

- 4 Be prepared. Cours are ﬁQ._uE% You i»:n.
- . to present your case in the strongest. way, butyou
also want to help the proceedings move éffi-
~ciently. The better prepared ; you mnn. En vnﬂnn




The w.o_o of the ._:nmm

Your case i._: be heard and decided by a ._cn_mn. (ora
Epmaﬂ.»n&._...ﬁnnm. in mind that the role of the judge
. is 10 be an impartial referee in the dispute between

.. youand nro.owvo&sm party. Among other things,

. this means thar - .
o _N_ .H.rn. uﬁa—mn .Evu« not —-o_m- you Hnnmn-ﬂ your
T ”nuun....mn:u_hm you-—by pointing out possible

S “_...”..Eﬁn&nnm or by letting you know: what you need

T 'tedo; bnﬁ,‘lniocwm be unfair to.the opposing
.0 party. When you represent yourself, you take on

L ,nrn m:: nnmwonw_?rq of prescnting your case.

—-o.ﬂ Gmum-bmnﬂm m.n..nnw.. is.not. bu-.nhnn-»
en if the issue you want to speak-
: qEnr the ._cn_mn abouit seems like a simple proce-
-dural question. Again, such communicarions

s.on_& be c.EaBm, to the opposing party.

E .H.rn _E.mmn.s:_._ &ﬂn-n—o the case on the rnu_a of
"the facts presented in ‘court and the applicable
Taw.' The judge may only consider the facts as-
.nrnw are mv.,.nmn.bﬂnn_ in court, through evidence

- and testimony.. You need to make sure thatall
- facts supporting, your case are properly pre-. .
~ +..senfed. The judge also needs, 1o follow the laws
"+ that apply. Sometimes the law dictates which’

-7 facts the judge may and ‘may not consider. You
'+ “need to make sure thar you mﬁnun.bn Hrn facts thar
the Fi.nnm:.:nm or vﬁﬁ,:nm . =

_N_ H.rn -n&mn BN% not; um.a»_n with %on.sronn.udﬂh .

.

" 'Legal Advice - Er__..u Court mﬁm

vn_ﬂnn x.o:. Bu%.._.ﬁﬁ .

Itis .Leqﬂ%u a m.oom idea’ to’ ﬂuuu..-mn ﬂﬁw an n.nne? :
mBm.. are aon m.nzubﬂnn& 8, answer.

ney and be nnvn.om.nbn& _u% an'atto &1 in-cour

M The law is no.eruA .P:onﬁw. Aar E.E:nn_
professionals who eEmnnmnm.:m nrn Feq and how it
_.,n_mnnu to %o:n case. 5

% rell’y u6= what sorts om n_utdm o m_n or what to’

1 mﬁn matters that EE»:% loo o ”_UE on, monnm.

.ncawrnmﬂnnw issnes. -

" Your Ennnn..wnm .¢S= _un _unun _unonnnnn _uv,m egil

wnomnmm_.onm.m. .

%} Mﬂo: 58_, mﬂ&_mvﬂ mon _nmw_ aid ot rn_m. fromy _nmm—

nm:,:nm.OH Oﬁrnn.—UHONHNEMW—Un mﬁ.—..ﬂ HO E<nmn_.ﬂm.nﬂ

your case irnnrn.n.o_. ROt you are’ nnm_nnmnnnn
M.Hnnvﬂuﬂﬂu\u ﬂ.-.—h— 1t NM W.O-.:‘ H.—mrﬁ To .—.vﬂWuvﬂhﬂHH
you so choose. ;-

an m:oE.nuw.%o: are Bw.ﬁm onal EE :
normally dene by highly t Rﬁbnn_ rofessionals. s Yo
may mo.wo:-.m&m m.,&wmﬂ.ﬁnn

For help. <<.:T. q_zn__:m an- mﬂo_‘:mv‘. %0: mig
turn to your local bar _mmmon_m:on <o:_‘ _onm_ _om«
mmmoem:o:._mn o : :

5.South Front: Street.
Col :_.:a:m‘ox auu._m wnud

“wwiw.ohiojudges.org



